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BEFORE THE PUBLI C UTI LI TI ES REVI EW COW SSI ON

The within exam nations of Caroline L. "Carol ee"
Wllians and Mark N x, before the Public Uilities Review
Conmittee, reported by Susanna M Amstutz, Court Reporter
and Notary Public in and for the State of South Carolina;
pursuant to Federal Rules of Gvil Procedure; said
exam nations were taken at the State House Building, 1100
Cervai s Street, Conference Room Colunbia, South
Carolina, on Tuesday, the 3rd day of February, 2026;

commenci ng at the hour of 4:24 p.m
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APPEARANCES

Senator Thomas C. Al exander, Chairnman
Representative WIIiam Her bkersman, Vice Chairman
Representative G| Gatch

Senator C. Bradley Hutto

Senat or Luke Rankin

Representative Todd Rutherford

Comm ttee Counsel :
Breeden John, Esquire

Bryan Triplett, Esquire
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PROCEEDI NGS
CHAI RVAN ALEXANDER: (Ckay. W've lifted the veil.
W' re now back on the record. For the record, no
action was taken during the executive session. W wll
now ask the counsel to provide a background information
prior to questioning the candi date.
MR JOHN: Thank you, M. Chairnman.
So at our -- at the review commttee's Decenber 9, 2025
neeting, the review conmttee voted to find
Ms. Caroline L. "Carolee” WIlianms qualified and
nom nated for consideration by the general assenbly for
election to the 1st congressional district seat on the
Public Service Comm ssion. At that hearing, the review
commttee informed Ms. WIlians that as a candi date,
she's expected to follow the spirit as well as a letter
of the state's ethics laws and that any violation or
appearance of inpropriety would be deenmed very serious
and potentially warranting the review commttee
reconveni ng for further questions.
Sout h Carolina Code section 8-13-935 provides that no
candi date for or person intending to becone a candi date
for the Public Service Conm ssion may seek directly or
indirectly the pledge of a nenber of the general
assenbly's vote or contact directly or indirectly a

menber of the general assenbly regarding screening for
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the Public Service Conm ssion until 1, the
qualifications of all candidates for that office have
been determ ned by the state regulation Public
Utilities Review Conmttee and the review conmttee has
formally released its report as to the qualifications
of all candidates for the office to the general
assenbl y.

For purposes of this section, indirectly seeking a

pl edge neans the candi date or sonmeone acting on behal f
of and at the request of the candidate requests a
person to contact a nenber of the general assenbly on
behal f of the candi date before nom nations are formally
made by the review commttee. The prohibitions of this
section do not extend to an announcenent of candidacy
by the candi date or statenent by the candi date
detailing the candidate's qualifications. Subsection
D1 provides that violations of this section may be
consi dered by the state regulation of Public Wilities
Review Conm ttee when it considers the candidate's

qual i fications.

On January 13 of this year, Mark N x, executive
director of the Hone Buil ders Association of South
Carolina, enailed a letter of support for Ms. WIIlians
to menbers of the general assenbly. At the tine

M. Nix emailed the letter of support, the review
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commttee had not formally released its report as to
the qualifications of all candidates to the general
assenbl y.

M. Chairman, |'Il quickly read just the full text of
M. Nix's brief letter for the record.

CHAl RVAN ALEXANDER:  Ckay.
MR, JOHN: [REDACTED]
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Staff, M. Triplett and nyself discussed the situation
with M. Wlliams and M. N x individually on

January 15, 2025 -- 2026. Ms. WIliams denied any
knowl edge of M. Nix's letter and said that she first
gai ned know edge of the letter during a conversation
with the legislator who received M. N x's email.

M. N x denied any coordination or discussion regarding
the letter wwth Ms. Wllianms and stated that he had not
spoken with Ms. Wlliams prior to sending the letter.
That's all | have for background, M. Chairman.

CHAI RMVAN ALEXANDER:  kay. Thank you for that

backgr ound.

Ms. WIliams, would you please cone forward? |'Il ask
you to raise your right hand.

(Ms. Wilianms conplies)

VHEREUPON:

CARCLI NE L. "CARCLEE" WLLIAMS, being duly sworn

and cautioned to speak the truth, the whole truth and

nothing but the truth, testifies as follows:

CHAI RVAN ALEXANDER: kay. So counsel will have some
questions. If you woul d respond to those questions, |
woul d appreciate it.

EXAM NATI ON

BY MR JOHN:

Q CGood afternoon, Ms. WIllians. As nentioned,
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our purpose here today is to ascertain whether any
ethical violations may have occurred in connection wth
the letter of support for your candidacy that M. N x
sent to nmenbers of the general assenbly on January 13,
2026.

Ms. WIlianms, did you know that candidates for the
Public Service Conm ssion are bound by the state's ethics
| aws, including section 8-13-935?

A Yes, sir.

Q Are you aware that the review conmttee had not
yet released its report as to the qualifications of al
candi dates for the office to the general assenbly?

A Yes.

Q Coul d you please briefly describe the type of
conduct you think that Section 8-13-935 is intended to
prohi bit?

A |'"mgoing to start by saying |'m al nost
mortified by the fact that you all are having to spend
your time here because | think this is intended to create
a level playing field for everyone where there is no
pre-commtnment. |It's very clear that all that can be
done is to present your qualifications. Individually.

No one el se can present ny qualifications. Only I can
present them That's the way | read the |aw.

Q Thank you. Have you seen the letter that
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M. N x emailed to nenbers of the general assenbly?
A | have not.
Q Wuld you like a copy? | know | just read it.
A | heard it.
Q (kay. Very good. Didyou ask M. Nix to
contact nmenbers of the general assenbly on your behal f

prior to January 13 --

A No, sir.
Q -- 20267
A No, sir.
Q When did you first becone aware of this letter?
A | was in a meeting the norning of the 13th with

a senator who referenced a letter, but | didn't know what
the subject matter was. | nean, | did understand it was
about ne. That's all | learned. And a few hours |ater,
| heard the representative say they had heard sonme --
they had got -- there had been some contact.

Q Did you discuss any potential letter with any
I ndi vi dual other than M. Nix prior to January 13th of
20267

A No.

Q Ckay.

A And | -- and | did not with M. Nix --
Q Ckay.

A -- just for clarification.
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Q Have you discussed this matter wth
M. N x after the date of the letter?

A | have not.

Q When was the last time you spoke to M. Nix
prior to January 13th?

A | did not bring those dates with nme but you --
you gave the date earlier. Wen was the PURC neeting
where --

Q Decenber 9t h.

A Ckay. So | think on Decenber 10, | may have
foll owed up and sai d what happened during that neeting
where President Al exander took a quote fromthat letter
and | just thanked himfor -- for witing that.

Q Did you discuss your candidacy -- well, | guess
you just answered the question whether you discussed your

candi dacy for the Public Service Comm ssion during that

Decenber 10th conversation. |s that the extent of it?
A That was the extent of it. It was really just
a -- athank you. | wote everybody who wote letters of

reference for nme, and because of that particular call
out, | called him But | did wite a note to everybody
that wote a letter of recommendation for ne. So that
woul d have included him

Q And | apologize. | knowit sounds like I'm

asking the same question over and over but just to be
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clear, at any point during your candi dacy, have you
requested any third parties to contact a menber of the
general assenbly on your behal f?

A No, sir.

Q How do you know M. Ni x?

A My husband is a Home Builder. M son was a
| obbyi st for the Hone Builders. But before that, | think
when | ran in 2013, | was introduced to himand he
offered to cone and stand with ne as | ran, and he
offered to do it again in 2016. And the relationship
sort of built fromthat, nore the latter, what he
observed in ny qualifications or the way that | conported
nysel f.

Q Does your son currently work for the Hone
Bui | ders Associ ation?

A He does not.

Q And what is his name?

A Al ex Janes.

Q Ckay. And what was his nost recent role wth
t he Honme Buil ders Association?

A Government affairs.

Q Did you discuss -- have you discussed M. Nix's
letter with your son at any point?

A | have.

Q You have?
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\Wat was the nature of that conversation?
REPRESENTATI VE RUTHERFORD: M. Chairman, if |
could. At some point -- and | agree, you know,
these are -- this is our guy. This is our |awyer.
But at some point, are the question's not getting
into things that if it doesn't get into that she
directly or indirectly sought a pledge, then do we
need it? And if her son doesn't work for the Hone
Bui | ders anynore, then do we need to...

CHAI RVAN ALEXANDER:  Wel |, et me [ et himhave one
or two --

MR RUTHERFORD: Okay. Ckay.

CHAI RVAN ALEXANDER: -- nore and then we'l|

proceed fromthere.

REPRESENTATI VE RUTHERFORD: And he's great,

but -- I"'mnot trying to cut himoff, but at sone
point, like...

MR JOHN. Well, that's --

CHAl RVAN ALEXANDER: | think it gets to that in

t he next question, maybe.

MR JOHN: Yes, sir.

REPRESENTATI VE RUTHERFORD:  Ckay.

BY MR JOHN:

Well -- and really that was -- this would be ny

question, whether you've discussed the matter with
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himand the nature of that conversation.
A The nature was nore in really what | expressed

to you all earlier. Just the, beyond the personal sort

of regret that this circunstance has happened, but also

the -- the inpact to each of your time and taking the

tinme to have to focus on this. So it's nore a response

to the general circunstance than the specifics that

conpletes it.
CHAI RMAN ALEXANDER: I's there any questions for
any nenber of the conmttee or other staff or
anyt hi ng?

(No response)

Ckay, thank you. M. WIlians, again, though, I
do want to remnd -- | do want to rem nd you of
criteria and pursuant to that, we expect
you as a candidate to follow the spirit as well
the letter of the state regulations.
M5. WLLIAMVS: Yes, sir
CHAl RVAN ALEXANDER:  Any vi ol ation or appearance
or inpropriety on your part would be deemed very
serious and potentially warrant calling you back
for further questions. Do you understand that?
M5. WLLIAVS: Yes, sir, | do. Very nuch so.
CHAI RMAN ALEXANDER:  kay. Thank you so much

Thank you for being here this afternoon.

as
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M5. WLLIAVS: Thank you. Thank you for doing
this to kind of uphold, no matter what decision
you make, the honorable nature of the -- the
decision that is forthcom ng.

(M. Nix enters the roomand is seated)

MR JOHN. M. N x, please raise your right hand.

CHAl RVAN ALEXANDER: | m ssed that part. |'m

happy to do it.

Rai se your right hand to be sworn in.

(M. N x conplies)

VHEREUPON:

MARK NI X, being duly sworn and cautioned to
speak the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the
truth, testifies as follows:

EXAM NATI ON
BY MR JOHN:

Q Good afternoon, M. N x. Thank you for being
here. Qur purpose is just to ascertain whether any
ethical violations may have occurred in connection with
the letter of support for Ms. Carolee WIliams and her
Public Service Conm ssion candi dacy that you sent to
menbers of the general assenbly on January 13th of 2026.

M. N x, are you -- are you aware that candi dates
for the Public Service Conm ssion are bound by the

state's ethics |laws, including section 8-13-935, which
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deals with indirect pledge seeking?

A Yes.

A Ckay.

Q Are you aware that the review conm ttee has not
yet released its report as to the qualifications of all
candi dates for the office?

A No.

Q Prior to you enmiling your letter, did you ask
-- did Ms. WIllians ask you to contact nenbers of the
general assenbly on her behal f?

A No.

Q Did you wite the letter in question --

A | did.

Q -- that we referred to?

D d you have any discussion wwth Ms. Wllianms prior
to January 13th regardi ng support --

A None what soever.

Q -- or communicating with menbers of the general
Assenbl y?

Did you discuss the letter with any other individual
prior to sending it?

A Just ny | obbyist at the tine.

Q Who was t hat ?

A Alicia Hutto. | asked her -- since we use a
software called Voter Voice, | asked her to put it on the
Garber Reporting
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Voter Voice for delivery.

Q Since -- sointhe tinme after your letter, have

you di scussed this matter with Ms. WIIlianms?
A No.
Q When's the last tinme that you spoke with
Ms. WIlianms?
A | believe early Decenber, |ate Novenber.
Q And during that conversation, did you discuss
Ms. WIlianms' candidacy for the Public Service
Conmi ssi on?
A No. | believe nost of it was about her new
grandchil dren, her new grandchild going into it.
Q And what is your email|l address at the Hone
Bui | ders Associ ation?
A MNI x @HBAof SC. com
Q And do you have any -- well, let ne see. The
Voter Voice, does that -- do y'all have, like, a
centralized enail address to which those nmessages cone
i n?
A Correct.
Q I's that emai| address G assroots@iBAof SC?
A | believe so.
MR, JOHN. Ckay. And -- very good.
M. Chairman, that's all | have.
CHAI RVAN ALEXANDER: Ckay. Thank you.
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EXAM NATI ON
BY CHAI RVAN ALEXANDER:

Q So the emai|l address that was used on this, it
says, fromMark Nix, the Grassroots, that is sonething
y'all use on a regular basis?

A Just during the session. Since the Voter Voice
Is nore -- it's the easier way to reach out to
| egi sl ators because it has all their emai| addresses
already in there. So that's why we use the Voter Voice.
Just for communication to |egislators.

Q Ckay. Bear with us. There was no -- since
that conversation transpired back in 2025, you've had no
further communication wth her?

A No, sir.

SENATOR RANKIN:  May | ask a question,
M. Chairnman?
CHAl RVAN ALEXANDER:  Yes, sir.
EXAM NATI ON
BY MR- RANKI N:

Q You certainly didn't wite this intending to be
brought up to a roomthat one has never been in before in
six years. Perhaps you' ve never been in --

A This is the first time in 20 years |'ve been in
this room

Q |'malnost finished with Harry Potter's seventh
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book. This woul d be called the Requirenent Room You
have to have a secret hand notion to get in.

|"mcurious. Irrespective of the -- the wonkiness of
this inquisition, perhaps on your part, you didn't intend to
sully or jeopardize Ms. WIllians' candidacy.

A Ch no, sir. 1"l tell you right now. | even
said this when | was called about it fromthe attorneys.
| was kind of surprised over four sentences that | wote
just supporting a friend --

Q Yeabh.

A -- and soneone | think is capabl e and
intelligent. | nean, |'ma little shocked that I'mstill
here today answering questions over four sentences.

Q You believe today what you wote then?

A | still do.

SENATOR RANKIN:  Ckay. That's all | have.

Thank you.

MR NX And | can tell you, I'lIl just add one

| ast piece. |If | had said something to her,

she has the integrity where she woul d have self
reported it. Trust me.

MR RANKIN.  Thank you.

CHAI RMAN AL EXANDER: (kay. There's nothing el se?
(No response)

CLOSI NG STATEMENT
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